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Story ideas for print and broadcast media 
EAST GERMANS MUST DECIDE THEIR OWN FATE, SAYS UD PROFESSOR 
The world may be viewing the recent flow of East German refugees across 
Hungary's border to Austria as an issue in East-West relations, but a University 
of Dayton assistant professor of history who lived in East Germany cautions the 
West to stop viewing Eastern Europe as "an ideological, monolithic bloc." 
"We'll be forced to look more and more at the enormous power of nationalism in 
Eastern European history. Nationalism," said Lawrence Flockerzie, a specialist in 
modern European history, "is a force as powerful as ideology in this region of 
Europe." Flockerzie sees Hungary's decision to open its borders grounded in a 
historical, not ideological, perspective, based on its close, pre-World War II 
relationship with Austria. 
Flockerzie views East Germany as a paternalistic society with "a fairly 
strong socialist economy," but he understands East Germans' resentment toward the 
restrictions their country imposes on traveling. "The people are bitter because 
their government won't trust them," he said. Flockerzie emphasized that any 
reforms that take place in East Germany must be initiated by its own people. 
"We're thinking change in the Eastern bloc will be good, but it could go in 
the other direction," he said. "China is an example. It was almost a party 
atmosphere over there, but someone should have forseen that shots could be fired. 
"It's not for us to tell or encourage others to die or suffer for political 
causes," he added. "They must decide for themselves. They are the ones crying 
and bleeding in the streets." 
For media interviews, contact Lawrence Flockerzie at (513) 229-3381. 
UD CAMPUS MINISTRY STAFF TO MARCH FOR HOMELESS 
The campus ministry staff at the University of Dayton and other area 
universities are encouraging participation from the public in a "Housing Now!" 
march calling for restored funds for federal housing programs and the creation of 
affordable housing. The national march will be held Saturday, Oct. 7 in 
Washington, D.C. 
"We're hoping to fill a bus from the University of Dayton," said Sister Nancy 
Bramlage, S.C., coordinator of the office of justice, peace and community 
outreach. "We need marchers to join us and contributors to sponsor us." 
The goal is to mobilize one million people to march from the Pentagon to the 
Capitol to focus attention of the need for more affordable housing. In Montgomery 
County in 1987, there was a shortage of some 10,000 housing units for households 
and individuals with incomes below $7,500 a year, according to Dayton Housing Now, 
local coordinators of the march. 
Six buses--including two filled with homeless persons--will leave from 
downtown Dayton on Friday, Oct. 6 at 6 p • and return Sunday, Oct. 8 at 6 a.m. 
Round trip tickets are $50. 
For media interviews, contact Siste cy Bramlage, S.C., at (513) 229-2576. 
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